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WASHINGTON-- Today, Representative John W. Olver announced that                he has secured $325,000 for the Berkshire South Regional Community                Center. The funding was included as an earmark in the final version                of the FY '01 Department of Housing and Urban Development Appropriations                Bill. The bill passed the House and the Senate yesterday, and is                expected to be signed by President Clinton next week.

               Olver, a member of House Appropriations Committee, requested the                funding as an earmark. The money was included under the Department                of Housing and Urban Development's Economic Development Initiative                (EDI).

               "Soon residents of southern Berkshire County will be able to                enjoy the benefits of a full-service community center," Olver                said. "The planned center will include educational, recreational                and health programs, and it will be a great addition to the region."

               The need for this recreational/social service facility, located                centrally in Great Barrington, has been thoroughly researched and                documented over the past five years. The 36,800 square foot multi-purpose                facility contains all the core elements for an affordable, intergenerational,                youth, family and senior citizen oriented community center. The                facility's special features on the 80 acre site include a youth                center, child care facility, six lane swimming pool and separate                therapeutic pool, gymnasium, wellness area, handicapped locker rooms,                lounge and two community meeting rooms.

               "Thanks to an aggressive fundraising effort, a great deal of                state and private funding has already been secured for the community                center. This additional money will take the project one step closer                to completion," Olver added.
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